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Thaj through the course of its history and the Saudi work there
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Abstract Thaj is considered one of the most important ancient sites in the north-east of the Arabian

Peninsula. However, information gained from research at the site raised many questions, which

require careful consideration before reaching correct answers. For example, what are scholars able

to say regarding the inscriptions and the coins which have been found in Thaj? What are new

findings have been achieved from the excavations in Thaj? What is the connection between Thaj

and the lost Arabian city of Gerrha? This study seeks answers to these questions and carefully

reviews the discussions published in older studies.
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Thaj is an important archaeological site in
the north-east of the Arabian Peninsula. It is
located at 26° and 50° north and 48° and 45°
east, i.e. some 95 km. from the coast of the
Arabian Gulf at al- Jubayl and 150 km. from
Dhahran. It is also located 5 km. from the old
trade road known as Darb al-Kunhuri (see fig.
no. 1). This archaeological
discovered by a group of local nomads, who

site  was

reported it to the British authorities in Kuwait
in 1908 (Mandaville 1963: 10; Gazdar 1984:
49).

Thaj was mentioned in Islamic sources:
the references to Thaj in Islamic works were
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gathered more than fifty years ago by
Mandaville (1963: 172) and Mandaville’s
work was rehearsed and summarized with
some valuable additional material in 1990 by
Potts (1990: 34). A summary of previous
work s

presented below with some

clarification.

The earliest mention of Thaj comes in an
‘Amr ibn
Kulthum, who mentioned Thaj as a watering
place in the words, ‘the flowing wells of Thaj

ode of the pre-Islamic poet

invite the wild she-asses’ (Muhammed ibn
Ya‘la al-Dabbt 1963:307). During the late
sixth century AD Thaj is again mentioned
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when Rashid ibn Shihab al-Yashkuri' says
that he built his castle in Th3j. The statement
of Rashid ibn Shihab suggested that Thaj was
an important place, or at least sufficiently
well known in the Arabian Peninsula during
pre-Islamic times to persuade him to build his
castle in this area. Rashid ibn Shihab al-
YashkurT says:

I have built in Thaj a castle of stone, to
make of it a refuge in spite of them who
would revile me. Proud and high it rises;
[even] the birds slip down before it; built in it
are some of the blocks quarried for it by
Iram. He who seeks safety from death takes
refuge in it, and to it repairs he who would
exchange utter poverty for plenty
(Muhammed ibn Ya‘la al-Dabbi 1963: 309,
trans. Mandaville 1963: 16).

There is no other evidence to the effect that
this castle either was or was not built by
Rashid, although, as Mandaville noted, the
construction of the castle might have been a
symbol of tribal influence (Mandaville 1963:
16). However, the poem does suggest that
Thaj was an antique place for the tribe of
Bakr ibn Wa‘il before AD 600 (Mandaville
1963: 17).

During the Umayyad period Dhu al-
Rummah (ca. 696-ca. 735) mentioned Thaj
when he said: ‘He turned his riding-camel
towards Thaj and then headed with her for al-
‘Anayn’ (al-Bakri 1945: 333). It is believed
that al-Jubayl is the modern name of al-
‘Anayn (Mandaville 1963: 18; Potts 1990:
34). We can understand from his poem that
Thaj was still recognized as a functioning city
during that period. During the same period

al-Farazdaq spoke of ‘...cracks with bottoms
so deep, as though they were Rakiyat
Lugman, that is like a dah/’. In his recension
of Naqga’id Jarir wa’l-Farazdag Abu
‘Ubaydah stated that ‘Rakiyat Luqman is at
Thaj” (Naga'’id, 1 [1905]: 130). Thaj; was
mentioned again in 691 when ‘Abd al-Malik
ibn Marwan fought Malik ibn Misma’. After
that battle Malik ibn Misma’ escaped to Thaj
to join the leader of al-Kharijit Najdah al-
Harairl, who gave Malik one hundred camels
on his way to Bahrain (Naga’id, 11 [1905]:
1092).

Tha; is also mentioned in Arab
geographical works. Thus, during the mid
tenth century al-Hamdani (1974: 297)
mentioned Thaj as a watering place belonging
to Tamim. Writing in the eleventh century
AD, al-Bakr1 (I, 1945: 333) mentioned Thaj
as a ‘village in al-Bahrayn’. In Mu jam al-
buldan (AD 1229) Yaqut (I, 1955: 913 f)
mentioned Thaj as ‘a spring several nights’
journey from al-Bahrayn’, adding that Thaj
was a village in al-Bahrayn. Mandaville
(1963: 19) summarized his discussion about
Thaj in Arabic sources by saying that during
the early Islamic period Thaj was connected
with Yamamah and played a minor role as a
caravan city supplying water for travellers
along the trade road.

It has been suggested that Thaj is to be
identified with Phigeia, which appears in the
map of Ptolemy (see Claudius Ptolemaeus
2011: fourth map of Asia) during the second
century AD (Mandaville 1963: 19). This
theory is supported by two observations: first
is that Phigeia is located near or in the same
place as the current place known as Thaj; and,



Thaj through the course of its history and the Saudi work there 203

second, that people from al-Qatif replace the
consonant ¢4 with f in their dialect (e.g.,
falafah for thalathah, ‘three’) (Mandaville
1963: 19).

During the eighteenth century AD the
Ottoman Imperial government ordered ‘Ali
Pasha of Baghdad to halt the expansionary
policy of Al Sa‘ud towards the eastern part of
the Arabian Peninsula (Louis 1810: 53-58).
The commander of the Saudi military, Prince
Sa‘ud ibn ‘Abd al-Aziz (1765-1814), met ‘Ali
Pasha in a bloodless confrontation in Thaj.
As a result of this campaign the name of the
place called Thaj found its way into European
geographical information in 1823 when
Mengin (1823: 608) mentioned Thaj as a
village in Najd.

The second mention of Thaj by European
writers was made by L. Pelly during his visit
to Riyadh in 1865. Thaj was described to
Pelly by local people as a place with many
traceable walls lying three days’ march from
Qatif. Local people informed Pelly that Thaj
was a main town of al-Ahsa, built of white
stone (Pelly 1865: 24). Lorimer, who obtained
his information about Thaj from the report of
Pelly, succeeded in describing the site of Thaj
in depth. He was able to report the area of
Thaj as about 1 mile in length by 2 mile in
breadth and he also noted some inscriptions
found on stones in Thaj (Lorimer 1908: 1234,
1231).

However, the first European to actually
visit Thaj was Capt. W.H. Shakespeare, the
British political agent in Kuwait between
1909 and 1915. Shakespeare discovered two
south Arabian grave inscriptions, which were
the first south Arabian inscriptions to have

been found in north Arabia. These
inscriptions have been taken as evidence of
the connection between south and north
Arabia. In addition, another south Arabian
inscription was found by H.R. Dickson, the
British political agent in Kuwait during the
mid twentieth century, with the co-operation
of local nomads. This text seems to have
been inscribed on a grave monument and was
published by Ryckmans in 1937°. Dickson
and his wife visited Thaj in 1942 and in 1948
published some valuable notes about it
(Mandaville 1963: 10).
section we will discuss inscriptions from the
north-east of the Arabian Peninsula.

In the following

At Thaj today, there is a group of ruined
buildings constructed of black mud bricks.
Mandaville  (1963: 10) described its
population in his time as consisting of
nomads from the ‘Awazim tribe, who used to
move between Kuwait and lands to the north
of Riyadh, and sojourned in Thaj during the
summer because the location offered plenty of
water. Indeed, Thaj still has many ancient
palm-groves, indicating that it has long been a
rich oasis. The site of Thaj contains signs of
habitation  during  pre-Islamic  times.
Moreover, Tha; has more than twenty old
wells, twelve of which still provide water. In
Tha; additionally has been found a
considerable amount of baked clay objects,
some of which are shaped in the form of
camels or human statuettes (Mandaville 1963:
12 f).

The early visitors to Thaj found important
numismatic evidence that shows the history of
Thaj going back to the Hellenistic era (300
BC- AD 300). Two coins from Thaj have
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frequently been reported in different sources
(Altheim & Stiehl 1964: 95 & fig. 38; Robin
1974: 87, 89). They bear the portrait of Zeus
on one side and on the other side a head of
Heracles. In addition, one of the coins has an
inscription in South Arabian script which
could be read as Abyata, probably the name of
the king who minted this coin (see fig. no. 2).
The other coin has an Aramaic text, but it is
difficult to read. However, other examples of
this type help to reconstruct the text, which
contains the name of a king called Abi’el
(Potts 1983: 92).

These coins raise a number of problems
such as their dating, their distribution, and
their place of mintage, all of which have been
discussed by Merkholm (1960: 190) and
Robin (1974: 87ff.). However, these two
scholars are not totally agreed about the
precise information which may be obtained
from the coins (Potts 1983: 93). We should
note that coins bearing the name Abyata have
also been found outside Thaj, but they have
various dates, like those found in Jordan
which have been dated to around 200 BC
(Cox, 1966: 39). In addition, some of
Abyata’s coins have been found at Failaka
and their dates go back to the late third
century BC. Scholars have suggested that the
coins from Failaka might have been minted in
the eastern part of the Arabian Peninsula
(Merkholm 1960: 206 & fig. 5; Potts 1983:
93).

Coins bearing the name of the king Abi’el
have been found both at Thaj and as far away
as Susa’. Two coins out of 97 which have
been found in the latter place were dated to
140 BC (Le Rider 1965: 202). In addition, in

Bahrain 77 out of 292 coins in city V* (see
Morkholm 1972: 197-199 & fig. 5) have been
dated to 130 BC (Potts 1983: 93).

The place where these coins were minted
1S a controversial issue, since Merkholm and
Robin are not totally agreed on the matter
(Merkholm 1960: 199; Robin 1974: 112;
Potts 1983: 93). The name of king Haritat
also appears on coins which are closely
related to coins of Alexander the great (356-
323 BC). Robin (1974: 112) suggested that all
the above kings (Abyata, Abi’el, and Haritat)
were rulers of Hagar’, whose regnal eras were
respectively 220-200, 180-160, and 150-140
BC.

As the above discussion demonstrates,
Thaj has been attracting the attention of
western scholars for a long time and as a
result of their work Thaj has started to receive
considerable interest from Saudi scholars. In
1976 the Department of Antiquities and
Museums of Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of
Education sponsored a plan to carry out an
archaeological reconnaissance of the whole
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. This survey has
covered the al-Jawf/Wadi al-Sirhan area and
has included the eastern part of the Arabian
Peninsula (see al-Atlal 1, 1397/1977, 21). The
Arabian-American Oil Company (ARAMCO)
has also demonstrated an interest in the
ancient civilizations and cultures of the
Arabian Peninsula and has participated
significantly in this project (Robert 1977: 23).

This work was the first phase of a
comprehensive archaeological survey
program of the Arabian Peninsula and is
viewed as the completion of the Danish
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mission in the eastern part of Saudi Arabia
(see Bibby: 1973). In 1968 this Danish team
carried out excavations under the supervision
of T.G. Bibby in the eastern part of Saudi
Arabia, which included an area of about 50
square meters in Thaj. The report of this
excavation referred to Thaj as an important
ancient site. The expedition found in Thaj
two pieces of pottery from the Seleucid period
and some arrowheads from the Bronze Age
(Bibby 1973: 43). The report of this
archeological reconnaissance sheds light on
the efforts of early western scholars such as
Lorimer (1908) and also records the discovery
of some mud-walled forts (Robert 1977: 23-
24).

The report reveals that the settlement of
the eastern part of the Arabian Peninsula may
be divided into four phases. The first phase
was when the ‘Ubayd civilization appeared in
Mesopotamia and some places in the eastern
part of the Arabian Peninsula, which may be
dated to the fifth millennium BC. The second
level of settlement was during the third
millennium BC. Which this region witnessed
active trade with Mesopotamia. During the
third phase we find evidences of commercial
relations across the Indian Ocean and these
relations continued during Hellenistic and
Seleucid times (312-63 BC). The fourth
phase witnessed most of the known events
during the time immediately prior to the rise
of Islam (Robert 1977: 25 f.).

In 1977 a Harvard archaeological team co-
operated with a Saudi team from the
Department of Antiquities and Museums to
carry out a comprehensive archaeological
survey and to write a report on the second

phase of the eastern province of Saudi Arabia.
Excavations were completed under this co-
operative endeavour in several areas in Saudi
Arabia, including the eastern part, namely in
Nariya, Abqayq, and near Dhahran (Potts
1978: 9). The report of this expedition reveals
that this area had trade relations with regions
beyond the Arabian Peninsula during different
times, including the Hellenistic, Parthian (247
BC - AD 224), and Sassanian (AD 224-651)
eras. In addition, it was revealed that Thaj
flourished in Hellenistic times (215-208 BC),
coincident with the prospering of other parts
in the south and east of the Arabian
Peninsula® (Potts 1978: 10).

In 1983 an archaeological team which
included Muhammad Gazdar from Saudi
Arabia, and Daniel Potts and A. Livingstone
from the UK published a report about the
excavations carried out during that year, in
which it was emphasized that Thaj was an
important archaeological site (Gazdar 1984:
49, 55). In addition, the team found many
graveyards around Thaj, most of them similar
to those distributed in many places across the
eastern part of the Arabian Peninsula. Some
tombstones were also found during this
excavation, all of them bearing fragmentary
Hasaean inscriptions (see fig. no. 3).

The focus of this excavation, conducted
over 85 days, was concentrated within the
residential part of the oasis inside the wall of
the city as well as in three different places
outside the wall (Gazdar 1984: 49). The
expedition found many small animal models,
one of them resembling a camel (see fig. no.
4), made from locally sourced red clay and
painted white. 36 coins were also found at
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Thaj during this excavation, some of them
bearing fragmentary south  Arabian
inscriptions. Unfortunately, only a few of
them could be read. On the upper part of coin
no. 18 from right to left can be read ¢ b [?] x x
y. In the lower part and in the same script
from right to left we read th° [ d y d n [?]
(Gazdar 1984: 77, see fig. no. 5).

This excavation delivered a long report
about the finds at Thaj, which is difficult to
summarize here. However, the excavations
during this season demonstrated that Thaj was
an active city during ancient times and that its
settlement may be divided into five stages. In
addition, the report pointed to cultural
communication between Tha; and south
Arabia, reflected especially in the form of the
writing, since most of the discovered
tombstones bear inscriptions in S. Arabian
script. Moreover, the pottery from Thaj shows
evidence of a connection between Thaj and
Hellenistic civilization. The report also
suggests that settlement at Thaj might have
extended from 300 BC to AD 300 (Gazdar
1984: 83). All this evidence points to the fact
that Thaj played a significant role as a
caravan city during ancient times.

In 1984 the Department of Antiquities and
Museums conducted further excavations at
some selected places both inside and outside
the walls of Thaj. This campaign found some
bronze coins, pottery and other vessels,
Hasaean gravestones, and several others small
items. The report of this excavation again
emphasized that the settlement in Thaj could
be divided into five phases and that the city
was affected by Hellenistic -civilization
(Eskoubi 1985: 41).

Abdulhameed  al-Hashash and  his
companions carried out a series of
excavations at Thaj between 2000 and 2006
(see al-Atlal XVII, 2002: 17-27; XVII, 2005:
19-21; & XIX, 2006: 15-19). In 2000
excavations were made in three different
places, the first at the mound of al-Zayr, the
second about 200 m. to the north of that
mound, and the third in the south-east of al-
Zayr (al- Hashash 2005: 35).

The reports of these excavations reveal that
the marsh of Thaj and the other marshes
around it were rich sources of salt, suggesting
that Thaj managed to flourish as an exporter
of this commodity (al-Hashash 2005: 45). In
addition, carbon-14 examinations at Thaj
demonstrate that settlement there may have
extended back before 600 BC (al-Hashash
2006: 19).

The Saudi Commission for Tourism
(SCTA) is working
everywhere in Saudi Arabia to discover,
excavate, and record archeological sites. Ali
al-Ghabban, the vice president of SCTA,
recently suggested that the ancient site of Thaj
could have served as the seaport of the Jahra

and  Antiquities

kingdom, which controlled the eastern part of
the Arabian Peninsula during the third century
BC. Al-Ghabban noted that the exact date of
this site cannot be determined before final
results are to hand (al-Ghabban 2011).

Thaj and the problem of the location of
Gerrha, or Gerra

Strabo (XVI, 3: 3) described a city called
Gerrha and its inhabitants in the north-east of
the Arabian Peninsula, which led to the
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discussion in the preceding section. But the
location of this city is also a controversial
issue and opinions in sitting it have differed.
Musil proposed that the tribe of Gerrha
probably spread over the eastern part of the
Arabian Peninsula and as far north as the
Euphrates, adding that the Agraei tribe might
have controlled the trade roads in the eastern
part of the Arabian Peninsula up to the south
of Petra. He stated that Gerrha, located to the
south-east of Petra, was probably in the
Middle Babylonian period (943-729 BC) the
place known as Hagar, located at al-Hufuf,
namely in Thaj (Musil 1927: 498).

In his discussion of the location of Gerrha,
Robin (1974: 102-111) concluded that this
city could have been the oasis of Dumat al-
Jandal in the northern part of the Arabian
Peninsula, because coins of Hagar have been
found at this site. In contrast, von Wissman
(1975: 35, 43) was of the opinion that the
Hagarites should be located in the eastern part
of the Arabian Peninsula in the region of al-
Hasa, which was known during the Middle
Babylonian period as Hajjar, 4-ga-rum in
Kassite inscriptions from Bahrain, Agraei in
the writings of Pliny, Ptolemy, and Strabo.

Morkholm (1973: 200) suggested
that the eastern part of the Arabian Peninsula,
particularly Bahrain, was the proper place for
the lost city because the Hellenistic coins
minted in Bahrain and Failaka gave a clue
that the lost city of Gerrha flourished in that
area. In addition, as mentioned above in 1977
the Harvard archaeological team with the
Saudi team excavated in Nariya, Abqayq and
near Dhahran searching for the proper
location for Gerrha. But this fieldwork like

other studies about Gerrha failed to find the
precise place for this lost city (Potts 1978:
10).

Groom (1982: 107) concluded his
discussion about the lost city of Gerrha by
observing that the most likely location of
Gerrha should be sought in the Hasa oasis or
not far away from al-Hufuf city. In fact, the
widespread distribution of the Agraei tribe,
mentioned by Strabo (16, 4: 2), makes it
difficult to determine the location of their
fortress or their capital city (Potts 1983: 93).

However, the size of Thaj and the many
castles which have been found in this town
and the varieties of remains, the Hasaean
inscriptions and bronze coins all serve as
evidence leading many scholars to believe
that Thaj played a significant role during
ancient times (Dickson 1948; Mandaville
1963; Lapp 1963; Parr 1964; Eskoubi 1985:
41). Therefore Thaj might well be the most
likely location for the lost city of Gerrha, as
was suggested by Musil (1927: 498).

Inscriptions from the north-east of the
Arabian Peninsula

Since opinions differ regarding the scripts
used in eastern Arabian inscriptions, in this
section we will discuss the opinions
previously expressed. A few inscriptions
have been found at Thaj, which probably date
back to different periods, such as those of
Uruk’, and Ur®. Capt. W.H. Shakespeare,
previously noted as the first European to have
visited Thaj, found an inscription on a tomb
near ‘Ayn Jawan which could be a Chaldean
text. In addition, some inscriptions in South
Arabian script have been found in al-Hufuf
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which have been identified as Chaldean (Potts
1983: 87).

Others believe that they are Proto-Arabic
or Old Arabic (Potts 1983: 87). Eph’al (1974:
109) noted that most of the other texts which
Albright (1952: 39-45) called Chaldean were
found in regions into which Arabs penetrated,
not only in Bit-iakin, so it seems reasonable
to attribute them to Arabs rather than to
Chaldeans. In addition, Eph’al (1974: 113)
believed that all the texts found in Thaj
should be classed as Proto-Arabic, ‘as they
were called at the time of their first
discovery.” In contrast, von Wissmann
(1975: 29, n. 1) called them Hasaean
inscriptions, while, F.V. Winnett (1946: 5-7)
suggested that seals found in Thaj might have
Dedanite texts and that they were closely
similar to the inscriptions in Jabal Ghunaym
near Tayma.

However, the above discussion of the older
scholars about the origins of the inscriptions
found in Thaj can neither establish nor
disprove the possible origin of the Chaldeans
either in the Arabian Peninsula or their
migration in the opposite direction. In this
connection, Eph‘al (1974: 109, n. 12) stated
that these inscriptions were similar to the
south Arabic texts found in Babylonia before
the appearance of the Chaldeans. Winnett
(1980: 138) noted that the inscriptions from
the north-east of the Arabian Peninsula did
not correspond with Sabaean or Himyaritic,
but stood alone in their type. Winnett himself
called them Hasaean because they had been
found in al-Hasa region and this theory found
agreement with R. LeBaron Bowen and A.
Jamme (Potts 1983: 89). Hamad bin Seray

(1991: 13) stated that while the inhabitants of
north-east Arabia were Arabs, they used to
write using Sabaean characters, as Hasaean
inscriptions from the area prove.

The Hasaean inscriptions

The first person to refer to the texts from
north-eastern Arabia as Hasaean inscriptions
was R. LeBaron Bowen (Potts 1983: &9).
Bowen was followed by A. Jamme, who
published 17 Hasaean texts (Jamme 1966:
66). Winnett (1946: 6) had already noticed
the peculiarity of these texts when he
proposed that they ‘should not be classed as
Sabaean or Himyaritic but should be put in a

class by themselves.”'

Jamme (1966: 67) noted the influence of
Sabaean, Minaean, and Nabataecan on
Hasaean inscriptions, while Altheim and
Stiehl preferred to see in them the influence
of eastern Aramaic rather than of Nabataean''
(Potts 1983: 89). C. Robin discussed in depth
the linguistic issues involved in 27 Hasaean
inscriptions, but his conclusion was presented
without any suggestion as to the precise
dialect they represented. He (1974: 114)
added that there was a kind of similarity
between the linguistic features of Hasaean
inscriptions and a few texts from south
Arabia. von Wissman (1979: 34) considered
that the northern Minaean texts and Hasaean
texts could be descended from the south
Arabian inscriptions. A.F.L. Beeston (1979:
17) suggested that Hasaean inscriptions could
be classified as a unified linguistic group,
while Miiller (1978:155) believed that the
Hasaean inscriptions proved to be early north
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Arabian inscriptions which were written in
south Arabian script.

The texts is an
additional matter of controversy. Winnett
(1946: 5) suggested a very late date, between
the fifth and sixth centuries AD (Winnett
1946: 5), while in contrast Jamme (1966: 66)
proposed the fourth century BC. Robin
(1974: 117) suggested a date between the
fourth and the second centuries BC and von
Wissman (1975: 30) proposed the Seleucid
period as a suitable date for the Hasaean
Overall, as Potts (1983: 89)
stated, the utilization of Hasaean texts is still

dating of Hasaean

inscriptions.

of limited value, because most of them are
grave inscriptions which contain personal
names or clan names without any historical
information.

&
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To conclude, it is clear that Thaj played a
significant role as a trading city during the
course of its history, in almost exact parallel
with the role we know to have been played by
Gerrha. Thaj occupied a strategic location on
Darb al-Kunhuri, not far from the sea. It is
mentioned in pre-Islamic poetry and in
Islamic sources as a destination for travelers
in the north-east of the Arabian Peninsula. In
addition, the inscriptions and the coins which
have been found in Thaj testify to the
importance it once enjoyed. Moreover, the
excavations carried out at the site of Thaj
show that it was an ancient site dating back
perhaps to the fifth millennium BC. In fact, if
one were to study the history of the oases in
the north-east of the Arabian Peninsula in
order to determine the most likely site of the
lost city of Gerrha, one would have to
nominate Thaj as the most fitting location.

Thaj Village - Farzan Road

®

G

Al Jubayl
SAl Jubay

@

Figure no. 1: the location of Thaj
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Figure no. 2: coin from Thaj
(Gazdar 1984: plate no. 84 B)
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Figure no. 3: a tombstone from Thaj
(Gazdar 1984: plate no. 86 B)
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Figure no. 4: an animal figure from Thaj
(Gazdar 1984: plate no. 80 B)

Figure no. 5: coins bearing south Arabian inscriptions
(Gazdar 1984: plate no. 75)
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Footnotes

In Mandaville 1963:16 the name of this
Jahiliyya poet is slightly wrong (also in Potts
1990: 34). Mandaville gave the name Qays as
father of Rashid. Rashid ibn Shihab al-
Yashkuri recited the ode before Qays ibn
Mas‘td ibn Qays (see Muhammed ibn Ya‘la
al-Dabb1 1963: 307). For this text see (Gazdar,
88):

wgr/wqbr/Grave and tomb of 1/ ‘ws/hn

’Aws-han-ilat, ’it/bn/sl son of sacd ‘cd/bn/gsl
son of Ghassanat nt/d’l/lyd he of the clan
yadcab Cb/d’l/sl of the tribe wbd
shawdhab.
Susa is an ancient city which located in south-
west Iran not far from southern Mesopotamia
(Kuhrt 1995: 11). However, the unique
location of this city gave its chance to play a
significant role during the ancient history of
Mesopotamian empires (for more details see
Delaporte 1925: 19).

It is the zone of Qal’at al-Bahrain (see
Rachel 2011: 38).

Hagar is the name of an ancient tribe which
was found in sources from Akkadian time
until early Islamic time as people occupied
eastern part of Arabian Peninsula. It is
believed that this tribe could be controlled the
Arabs trade during the pre-Islamic time from
north east of Arabian Peninsula up to the west
of the Euphrates (for more details see Musil
1927: 498; Potts 1983: 93-94).

6- Studying of the eastern part of the Arabian
Peninsula leads to discussion of the issue of
Gerrha.

7- It dates fourth millennium BC (Kuhrt 1995:
23)

8- It dates last century of third millennium BC
(Kuhrt 1995: 58).

9-  Musil (1927: 542, 544, 546) called them
Arabic inscriptions.

10- These texts have been studied in detail by
many scholars, all of whom concluded in
accepting Winnett’s theory. See von
Wissman 1975: 32-35; Miller 1978: 149-157;
Beeston 1979: 17-18.

11- As an example of Hasaean inscriptions
which have been published by Jamme:
wgr/wagbr/  Grave and tomb of  s2 mt’/w’h
Shamta’ and her sister  th/6ts2¢?/ Batsha c-
a’ bnt/’sllm daughter of ‘Aslam bn/[... son
of [... (Jamme 1966: 72 text no. ja 1046;
Gazdar 1984: 87 text no. 1).
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