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Pronoun Reference Structure: A Textual and A Generative Approach
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Abstract. the study seeks to offer a textual and a generative approach to the Pronoun Reference structure in
Arabic by showing where this structure takes place between the textual linguistics and the generative
linguistics. The study expresses the concept of Pronoun Reference within textual linguistics, viewing its
types, and some of their examples on Arabic. The study, also, investigates the Pronoun Reference structure
within some of generative approaches, specifically, the Government and Binding theory and the Minimalist
Program, showing the main assumptions that each approach based on. That is followed by analysis of
Arabic examples. In conclusion, the study explores the methods that the textual linguistics and the
generative linguistics are used to explain the structure of Pronoun Reference.

Keywords : sentence- text- generative syntax- reference- semantic features- binding- governing category—
phi features — features checking.
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